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“Listen  +  Discern  +  Go Forth” 
(OFS Theme 2022-23 

  

 
FRATERNITY 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

on the 

Feast of Epiphany 

3:00 PM 

8 January 2023 

 

St Joseph Friary 
 

 
INVITATION for DINNER 
 Our Fraternity Christmas Dinner will take place on the Feast of Epiphany as our Fraternity 
Gathering, 3 PM, St Joseph Friary, Hollidaysburg.  The main entrée and a tasty dessert will be provided.  
Members may bring an assortment of side dishes and beverages.   

                                                       
God wants to be thought of as Love. 

I must see myself so bound in love as it everything that has been done  
has been done for me. 

That is to say, the Love of God makes such a unity in us  
that when we see this unity, no one is able to separate oneself from one another. 

[St Julian of Norwich] 
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INFIRM and HOMEBOUND 
“The brothers and sisters, progressing in age, should learn to accept illness and increasing difficulties 

and to give a deeper sense to their life” (GC 27).  In your charity, please remember in prayer our 
homebound members: at Garvey Manor: Fr Terrence; at St Stephen’s Living Center: 
Mary Rita Stoltz; at home: Mary Lou Ray; Graystone Manor: Shirley Dougherty.  Please 
inform our Infirmarian, Mike, of any member who is infirm and/or homebound so that a 
visit can be arranged and/or a card be sent, bringing them our prayers and fraternal wishes. 

 

        
       SAINTS and BLESSEDS of the FRANCISCAN FAMILY in January 2023 

01 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
03 Most Holy Name of Jesus 
03 Bl Christina of Tuscany, Secular Franciscan, 1310 
06 Bl Diego Jose` (Didacus Joseph), 1st Order, 1801 
07 St Angela of Foligno, Secular Franciscan, 1309 
07 St Charles Melchiori, 1st Order, 1670 
08 The Epiphany of the Lord 
08 Fraternity Gathering, 3 PM, St Joseph Friary 
08 Bl Roger of Todi, 1st Order, 1237 
09 Bl Eurosia Fabris Barban, Secular Franciscan, 1932  
09 Bl Giles of Lorenzana, 1st Order, 1518 
10 Bl Pope Gregory X, Secular Franciscan, 1276 
11 St Thomas Placidi of Cori, 1st Order, 1729 
14 Bl Odoris Matteucci, 1st Order, 1331 
15 Bl James Villa of Castelpieve, Secular Franciscan priest Martyr, 1304 
16 Sts Berard & Companions, 1st Order Protomartyrs, 1220 
17 Bl Bishop Matthew of Girgenti, 1st Order, 1451 
19 St Eustochia Calafato, Poor Clare, 1485 
19 Bl Bishop Marcel Spinola, Secular Franciscan, 1906 
20 Bl John-Baptist Triquerie, 1st Order, Martyr of France, 1794 
21 Bl Joseph Nascimbeni, Secular Franciscan priest, 1922 
23 Day of Prayer for Legal Protection of Unborn Children 
23 St Marianne Cope of Moloka’I, Third Order religious, 1918 
23 Bl Ladislaus, Secular Franciscan, 1931 
24 Bl Paula Costa, Secular Franciscan, 1515 
25 Bl Emmanuel Dominguo, Secular Franciscan priest, 1909 
27 St Angela Merici, Secular Franciscan, 1540 
27 Bl Paul Joseph Nardini, Secular Franciscan priest, 1862 
28 Bl Benvenuto of Recanati, 1st Order, 1289 
30 St Hyacinth of MAriscotti, Third Order religious, 1640 
31 Bl Louise Albertoni, Secular Franciscan, 1533 
 

 

LOOKING FOR THAT SPECIAL GIFT    

Should you be looking for books, cards, home décor, or a gift for any 
occasion, visit the Friar’s Nook across from St Bernardine Monastery, Route 36 
South, 4 miles from Hollidaysburg.  10 AM to 4 PM, except Sunday.           
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BLESSED ARE PARENTS and GRANDPARENTS 
Blessed are those who are emptied of all that doesn’t matter,  
those for who the riches of this world just aren’t that important:  

the reign of heaven is theirs.  
Blessed are those who wear compassion like a garment:  

for they too shall receive comfort. 
 
Blessed are the creators of peace, those who build roads 

that unite, rather than walls that divide,  
those who bless the world with the healing power of their presence:  

for they shall be called children of God.  
Blessed are those whose love has been tried, like gold in the furnace, and found to be precious, 
genuine, and lasting, those who have lived their belief out loud, no matter what the cost or pain. 

   
 

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL  WHY NOW? 
 Because the Church needs healing.  And the world needs the Church.  Scandal, division, disease, 
doubt.  We face these realities and we must confront them—all of them—all at once.  Are you ready to 
respond in this moment? 

Jesus is present.  He desires to heal, renew, and unify the Church and the world.  
Our Lord does this by uniting us once more around the source and summit of our faith—
the Holy Eucharist.  “I am the living bread come down from heaven; whoever eats this 
bread will live forever; and the bread I will give is My flesh for the life of the world” (Jn 6, 
51). 

We offer our prayers for our Mother, the Church, that the Church may be renewed 
by the light of the Gospel; that the Church may be strengthened in the bond of unity 
between the clergy and laity; that together with Francis our Pope and Mark our Bishop, 
in a world torn by strife, we may shine forth as a prophetic sign of unity and concord.  
May we walk in the ways of the Beatitudes with faith and hope, striving to bring joy and 
trust into the world. 

 
 
POPE FRANCIS on DISCERNMENT 
 We might think that discernment is a complicated practice.  In reality, Pope 
Francis says it is life that is complicated and, if we don’t learn how to read it, as 
complicated as life is, we risk wasting our lives, using strategies that end up 
disheartening us.  Life always presents choices to us, and if we do not make 
conscious choices, in the end it is life that chooses for us, taking us where we do not 
want to go. 
 Discernment is not done alone.  To help facilitate this indispensable exercise of discernment in 
our spiritual lives, the Word of God and Church teaching can help us understand the stirring in 
our hearts.  The Word of God is not simply a text to read.  The Word of God is a living presence, a 
person—Jesus—who comes to us and walks with us.  Heart speaks to heart.  The Word of God opens 
every door because Jesus is the door.  The Liturgy of the Hours opens the morning and evening moments 
of daily prayer with the invocation, “O God, come to my assistance.  O Lord, make haste to help 
me.”  To discern is to recognize the salvation God is working in our lives, that we are never alone.    
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